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“The Ummah is
imporfant fo me as

a Muslim because it
means we should stick
together and know who
o seek for help’

We spoke to Bilal about
what the Ummah means

to him as a teenager
living in London.

Why is the Ummah

important to you?

The Ummah is important fo me as a
Muslim because it means we should sfick
together and know who fo seek for help,
also it ensures a special bond between
Muslims. A sense of safety if you will

How do people know you
belong to the Ummah?

People know | belong to the Ummah
because of the way | dress, my respect
for all people, not just Muslims but non-
Muslims too. | am selfcontrolled and
respectul, Aklag, fo other children of
God. I feel part of the Ummah through the
special greefings we give one another, for
example, Assalomu alaykum, when | am
talking about religion or praying together
peacefully in the mosque side by side. It
doesn't matter what tradition you are, we
are all under the same umbrella, followers
of Muhammad (pbuh.

What do you do regularly
that makes you feel part

of the Ummah?

1 pray in groups, read Qu'ran fo kids and
make sure my community is clean and
safe. When | see the wide presence of
Muslims around the world and when | go
1o the Middle East fo see the Holy Sites, |
feel part of  big community. The Ummah
makes me feel amazing, knowing peaple
wnnm...ytmkmm»awm It
makes sure that | am filling d with
ethwation and tht 1 he bed fesling.

What are your responsil
as part of the Ummah?
| always help out in the community; that
means teaching kids how to read Arabic,
read the Qu'ran, telling them stories and
teaching them how to pray. | also make:
sure there are no exireme ideas and most
importantly help non-Muslims understand

real Islam is.
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‘Being part of the Ummah
makes me feel safe and
wanted by people who
are experiencing the
same things as | am’

Fizzah is a teenage

girl attending school in
London. We asked her
about being part of the
Ummah and what it
means to her.

Why is the Ummah

important to you?

It gives me a sense of belonging to

a family with @ common goal. It also
gives me a voice based on my religion,
not my colour, ethnicity or any other
identifying factor.

How do people know you
belong to the Ummah?

1 think my hijab distinguishes me as part
of the Muslim Ummah ond | see it as my
outward Islamic identity, differentiating
me from others. The unity shown by
Muslims around the world with our
common goal of worshipping our Lord,
Allah, makes me feel connected with
one collective voice, the voice of the
Ummah.

What do you do regularly
that makes you feel part of

the Ummah?

I attend my mosque regularly as well as
a Saturday Islamic school which gives
me a sense of being part of a bigger
team. | also take part in various activities
such as sports tournaments, stage plays,
‘workshops and interfaith meetings.
Being part of the Ummah makes me feel
safe and wanted by people who are
experiencing the same things as | am. It
also brings a closer connection through
the things we have in common which
can help others understand the message
Islam wants to convey.

What are your responsibilities

as part of the Ummah?

It is important to always give a good
impression as | feel | am a representative
of Islam in everything | do, from my
manners all the way through to my
appearance. This is an important part
of a Muslim'’s life and one that | take
particular care in ensuring | do this fo
the best of my ability.





